RALEIGH

6853

RALEIGH BAY

Raleigh, CECIL. Pseudonym of
Cecil Rowlands (1856-1914), Brit-
ish playwright. He wrote Drury
Lane melodramas, either in col-
laboration with R. 0. Carton,
Augustus Harris, Henry Hamilton,
and G. R. Sims, or alone. Three
of his best were The Sins of
Society, 1907 ; The Whip, 1909 ;
Sealed Orders, 1913. He died
Nov. 10, 1914.

Raleigh OB RALEGH, SIR WALTER
(r. 1552-1618). English soldier,
sailor, courtier, and writer. He
was born at Hayes Barton, near
Budleigh Salterton, Devon, and
educated at Oriel College, Oxford.
After service with the Huguenots
in France and the Netherlands,
1569-78, he went on a voyage of
discovery with his half-brother,
Sir Humphrey Gilbert, reaching
the West Indies. He next took
part in the suppression of Des-
mond's rebellion in Ireland, where
later he was granted large tracts of
confiscated land in Minister, ac-
quired the famous house known as
Myrtle Grove at Youghal, and built
another house at Lismore. He
appeared at the English court in
1581, and became a prime favourite
with Elizabeth, who knighted him
in 1584. For the story that he first
gained the queen's favour by plac-
ing his cloak over a muddy pool in
her path there is no earlier
authority than Puller's Worthies
of England, 1662.

In 1578 and 1583 Raleigh was
associated with the unsuccessful
attempts of Gilbert to plant a
colony in N. America. Gilbert was
lost at sea, 1583, but next year
Raleigh, though not permitted to
go himself, fitted out an expedition
which planted itself in what is now
known as North Carolina, probably
on the island of Roanoke. Raleigh
called the colony Virginia, a name
given for many years to the whole
seaboard from 'Florida to New-
foundland, Other expeditions fol-
lowed in successive years, one
under Raleigh's cousin Sir Richard
Grenville, and from Virginia to-
bacco and potatoes were first in-
troduced into England and Ire-
land. The patent granted to Ra-
leigh in 1584 lapsed to the crown
in 1603, and the realization of his
dream of a Greater England over-
seas was postponed until he was a
prisoner in the Tower and the idea
was taken up by others as a
commercial enterprise.

Appointed vice-admiral of Devon
and Cornwall, 1585, Raleigh helped
to draw up a plan of defence against
invasion in 1588, but it is doubtful
if he took any personal part in the
fight with the Spanish Armada.

Meanwhile Essex, with whom he
quarrelled, superseded him in the
queen's favour, and he was com-
mitted to the Tower in 1592 for an
intrigue with Elizabeth Throgmor-
ton, one of the queen's maids of
honour, his subsequent marriage to
whom caused him to be ostracised
from court. M.P. for Michael,
Cornwall, 1593, he made his fa-
mous voyage to the Orinoco in
quest of El Eldorado in 1595, and
in 1596, being restored to favour,
he took a leading part, with Essex,
in the Cadiz expedition, and dis-
tinguished himself at the Azores in
1597. M.P. for Dorset, 1597, and
for Cornwall, 1601, in 1600-03 he
was governor of Jersey.

On the acces-
sion of James I,
1603, Raleigh
was charged with
plotting against the new king and
favouring the cause of Arabella
Stuart. After a scandalously unfair
trial he was found guilty and con-
demned to death. Reprieved on the
scaffold, he was sent to the Bloody
Tower, where, with his wife and
son, he lived until Jan. 30, 1616.
Then he was released to lead ano-
ther expedition to the Orinoco,
promising the king not to interfere
with Spanish settlements. The
expedition left England in 1617,
and as was inevitable it came into
collision with the Spaniards, its
leader's son being slain. Raleigh
returned, and his punishment
being demanded by the Spanish
minister, he was arrested. Bacon,
the lord chancellor, acquiescing, he
was arraigned on the old charge of
treason, and executed in Old
Palace Yard, Westminster, Oct.
29,1618, his remains being interred
in S. Margaret's.

Raleigh was the incarnation of
the spirit of the Elizabethan era.
As courtier, soldier, sailor, politi-

cian, poet, historian, chemist, IIP
took rank among the foremost of
his fellows. He was the pioneer of
British colonial empire. A friend
of Spenser, who called him Shep-
herd of the Ocean, he secured
royal favour for the publication of
The Faerie Queene. Raleigh was
also a crony of Marlowe, and the
foundation "of the Mermaid Club
(g.r.), in Friday Street, is attri-
buted to him. His career was al-
ways exciting, but often sordid:
he was as much pirate as explorer,
and as ready to patronise the
quack as the genius. His career
affected history only slightly.
Raleigh's books include The
Last Fight of the Revenge, 1591 ;
The Discovery of Guiana, 1596 ;
Relation of Cadiz Action, first
printed 1805; History of the
World (to the second Macedonian
War), 1614, in which he was as-
sisted by Jonson and other scho-
lars, a work written in the Tower,
and ending with the celebrated
apostrophe to death; The Prerog-
ative of Parliaments; The Cabi-
net Council: Discourse of War ;
Apology for the Voyage to Guiana.
His most notable verses are The
Pilgrimage : The Lie ; Reply to
Marlowe's Corne Live With Me and
Be My Love ; Even Such Is Time.
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Raleigh, SIB WALTEE (1861-
1922). English scholar. A Lon-
doner and the son of a Congrega-
tional minister, he was bom Sept.
6, 1861. He went to University
College, London, and King's, Cam-
bridge, and was professor of
modern literature at Liverpool; of
English literature at Glasgow
from 1890 ; and of the same sub-
ject at Oxford from 1904 until Ms
death on May 13,1922. In 1911 he
was knighted. He wrote The
English XoveL 1894; Style, 1897 ;
Romance, 1917 ; and appraisals of
Stevenson, Milton, Wordsworth,
and Shakespeare; was responsible
for the first volume of History of
the War in the Air; and in light
vein threw off the lines written at
a garden party, beginning " I "wish
I loved the human race."
Raleigh. Bay. Broad bay off
the S.E. coast of Xorth Carolina,
U.S.A. Formed by long, narrow